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M ohegan Sun H otel wins Four D iamond Award 
from the American Automobile Association 


Gleaming like a crystal palace, the Mohegan Sun Hotel reflects the beauty of 
surrounding scenic countryside and the sparkling Thames River. 


O nly five months after opening, the 
M ohegan Sun H otel has earned 
one of the hospitality industry's 
top honors— the coveted Four Diamond 
Award from the American Automobile 
Association. 

The 34-story crystal hotel, which opened 
last April, capped the $1.1 billion expansion 
that transformed M ohegan Sun into the pre- 
mier entertainment, gaming, shopping and 
meeting destination on the East Coast. 

"We are honored to have achieved such 
prestigious recognition from the American 
Automobile Association at such an early 
stage in the life of the hotel," said M itch el I 
Etess, Mohegan Sun's Executive Vice Presi- 
dent of M arketing. 

"W hile we aspired to create an award- 
winning destination through innovative 
architecture and design, it is quality of 
service that most strongly defines the guests 
experience. We owe this honor to the 
dedication of our entire staff for their 
attention to detail and continued commit- 
ment to providing guests with the ultimate 
in personalized service," Etess said. 

In the hospitality industry, this premier 
status symbolizes superior quality and excep- 
tional service. It is a benchmark to which all 
fine hotels aspire. 

"T his is a very prestigious award given to 
only a handful of hotels in the state,” said 
American Automobile Association 
spokesman James M acPherson. "Fewer than 
five percent of all hotels in N orth America 
receive the four-diamond rating. The criteria 
are many and varied, and they are very strict." 
The four diamond designation, M acPher- 
son said, indicates a hotel with relative luxu- 
ry, an obvious degree of spaciousness, a high 
degree of comfort and upscale decor. I nspec- 
tors check everything from the number of 
hangers to the quality of the linens and the 

See H otel on page 1 0 
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Mohegan Aquaculture: Achieving and 
maintaining the delicate balance 



Mohegan Aquaculture Director Dr. Paul Maugle, left, shows 
seedling shellfish to three Tribal Councilors, from left, Ambas- 
sador J ayne Fawcett, Corresponding Secretary Christine 
Murtha "Micimee" and Vice Chairman Peter Schultz. 


By Peter Schultz 

Vice Chairman of the M ohegan Tribe 

M oderation and a sense of balance are 
traits to be admired in both people 
and organizations. 

In August of this 
year, the M ohegan 
Tribe was permitted 
by both the U .S. 

Army Corps of Engi- 
neers and the Con- 
necticut Department 
of Environmental 
Protection to proceed 
with its plan to 
engage in an aquacul- 
ture project that will 
produce clams, oys- 
ters and scallops at 
seven sites in Long 
Island Sound. 

Although reduced 
significantly from the 
original proposal — 

120 acres approved vs. the 231 acres original- 
ly proposed — this final result has balanced 
the concerns of recreational boaters, commer- 
cial fisherman and other interested parties. 

I am proud to state that throughout this 


process, theTribehasmet with 
multiple groups and agencies, 
engaging in dialogue whenever 
and wherever we were invited. 

TheM ohegan Tribe has been a 
good neighbor 
since 1640 and 
has every inten- 
tion of remaining 
so. 

Along those 
lines, back in 
1998, two years 
after the casino 
opened, a group 
of Tribal mem- 
bers formed a 
Strategic Planning 
Committee that recommended 
aquaculture as a culturally rele- 
vant business that theTribe 
should consider for a business 
diversification effort. 

Besides being culturally rele- 
vant, this approach to aquacul- 
ture should proveto be restorative to the water 
quality of Long Island Sound. Studies have 
shown that one large oyster can filter up to 50 
gallons of seawater per day through its mantle, 
improving water quality in the process. 


TheTribe has also purchased clam seedlings 
from a local supplier in the N oank area, a 
practice of local community support that the 
Tribe embodies and will continue to perpetu- 
ate, employing local labor and contractors as 
well asTribal members. 

In closing, theTribe hopes to re-establish 
itself as a contributing member of the water- 
front community, balancing its business plans 
with the greater community, as it continues 
its 340-year commitment to Southeastern 
Connecticut.-i- 


+ 

T he M ohegan 
Tribe has been 
a good neighbor 
since 1640 and 
has every intention 

of remaining so. 
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Meeting with President Bush 



Mohegan 
Tribal Chairman 
Mark F. Brown, 
left, and Vice 
Chairman 
Peter Schultz 
flank President 
George W. Bush. 
The Mohegan 
Tribe was a 
sponsor of 
"An Evening 
with President 
George W. Bush" 
on Sept. 19 
during the 
Republican 
Governors 
Association 
meeting in 
Washington, 

D.C. 


M ission Statement 

N i Y a Y o is a sovereign messenger which provides an official Tribal government 
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the M ohegan Tribe 
and Indian C ountry as a whole. 
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U .S. Army Corps of Engineers grants 
permit to Mohegan Aquaculture LLC 




Clockwise 
from top, Dr. Paul 
Maugle, Director 
of Mohegan 
Aquaculture, 
throws scallop 
seedlings into the 
Niantic River; 
several scallop 
seedlings fit in the 
palm of his hand; 
oysters grow in the 
Thames River in 
underwater cages 
that hang from a 
dock in Groton; 

Dr. Maugle holds 
oysters of several 
sizes; on top of the 
dock in Groton is 
a device called a 
tumbler that breaks 
off the edges of 
oyster shells so 
that the oysters 
grow thick and 
plump rather than 
long and thin. 
Below, Dr. Maugle 
points out Mohegan 
shellfish grounds 
on a chart. 


M augle developed the business 
plan for growing oysters, clams 
and scallops using long-line 
technology. 

T hat technology is necessary 
to grow oysters because shellfish 
are no longer found in bounti- 
ful supply in nature as they 
were hundreds of years ago in 
the pristine 
waters sur- 
rounding the 
M ohegan 
homeland. The 
waterways have 
changed and 
the shellfish 
have dwindled 
due to devel- 
opment, indus- 
trialization, 
pollution and 
excessive com- 
mercial fishing. 

Ydt the demand 
for seafood on 
dining tables is 
growing. 

Aquaculture 
has been a vibrant industry in 
Connecticut for more than 150 
years, according to D r. M augle. 

"0 ysters reared here are among 
the most popular and valued 
anywhere in the world,” he said. 

Plan scaled back 

In June 2001, more than 400 


people attended a public hearing 
in Groton, Conn., on theTribe's 
aquaculture proposal. Fisher- 
men, boaters and residents 
voiced concerns about potential 
obstruction to navigation and 
possible negative impact on 
marine life. 

In response to community con- 
cerns, theTribe scaled 
back the project. 

"The final proposal 
was much reduced in 
scale from the original 
application request," 
said U .S. Army Corps 
of Engineer Project 
M anager Cori Rose of 
the N ew England 
D i strict Regulatory 
D ivision. 

ViceChai rman 
Schultz and Dr. M au- 
gle held more than 30 
meetings with con- 
cerned citizens and 
community leaders to 
discuss the project. 
They worked hard to 
get out the message that the 
M ohegan Tribe has been a good 
neighbor in the community 
since 1640. 

T hey emphasized that the aqua- 
culture business would be envi- 
ronmentally responsible in that it 
would restore, not exploit, the 
environment. 4- _ 


4- 

T he project 
will be the 
largest venture 
of its kind ever 
undertaken in 
C onnecticut. 

4- 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 


Stonington H arbor, Long 
Island Sound and the Paw- 
catuck River. TheTribe pur- 
chased the former Garbo Lob- 
ster Company property in 
Stonington to use as a base of 
operations and as a shellfish 
hatchery. 

The permit dic- 
tates that "each 
long-line will be 
approximately 400 
feet in length, and 
contain approxi- 
mately 50 stacks 
of trays, secured 
with tensioned 
anchors at a depth 
of no less than 10 feet below the 
water surface at all times." 


Cultural traditions 

Twenty-four Tribal members on 
theM ohegan Strategic Planning 
Committee in 1997 and 1998 
developed the idea for the aqua- 
culture enterprise, which has 
roots in theTribe's cultural tradi- 
tions. 

O ysters were an important part 
of the traditional Mohegan diet. 
The extensive shell heaps found 
along the banks of theT hames 
River and the shores of Long 
I sland Sound testify to the antiq- 
uity of harvesting shellfish long 
before European contact. 

To run the aquaculture opera- 
tion, theTribe in 1999 hired Dr. 
Paul M augle, who grew up in 
Norwich, Conn., and has con- 
ducted aquaculture research in 
15 countries since 1972. D r. 


H arvesting shellfish — a 
M ohegan tradition for 
centuries before the 
Europeans sailed their ships into 
Long Island Sound — has once 
again become an enterprise of 
theM ohegan Tribe. 

A new Tribal business venture, 

M ohegan Aquaculture LLC , 
cleared the final hurdle to 
become a commercial shellfish 
operation on Aug. 22 when the 
U .S. Army Corps of Engineers 
approved a permit that allows 
theTribe to grow shellfish at 
seven sites in and around Long 
Island Sound. 

The project will be the largest 
venture of its kind ever under- 
taken in Connecticut and it will 
help theTribe diversify its eco- 
nomic development. 

"After careful review by the 
U .S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and other state and federal agen- 
cies, we have determined that 
this activity is per- 
missible under 
our jurisdic- 
tion..." said 
Deputy D i strict 
Engineer M aj. 

Brian Green of 
the New England 
District. "... we 
have concluded 
that the proposed project will 
not unreasonably interfere with 
navigation and will have mini- 
mal impact on the marine envi- 
ronment." 

M ohegan Vice Chairman Peter 
Schultz said about receiving the 
permit, "It's great news.... It was 
a balanced process and, as a 
result, the aquaculture program 
will be economically viable." 

The permit allows theTribe to 
install and maintain subsurface 
long-lines on bottom cages and 
submersible bags and trays for 
the growing of shellfish, specifi- 
cally Eastern oysters, bay scallops 
and hard clams. 

W hile theTri be leases 1,480 
acres of underwater land, it will 
use only a fraction of that area 
— the 120 acres— to grow 
shellfish. T he approved project 
sites are in Niantic Bay, Fishers 
Island Sound, Pine Island Bay, 
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M ohegans and M ash an tucket Pequots unite 
to open a business together for the first time 


By Nancy Trimble 

T he M ohegans and the M ashantucket 
Pequots— tribal nations that own two of 
the world's largest casinos— are teaming up 
to assist a private firm that will open a laun- 
dry business in the Norwich, Conn., Indus- 
trial Park. 

T he $8-million facility will add to the local 
tax base and provide jobs for 60 people ini- 
tially and probably 40 more in the future. 

"This is another example of how the tribes 
are helping the community," said M ohegan 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown. 

M ashantucket Pequot Chairman Kenneth 
M . Reels described the joint effort as a "sym- 
bol of unity" between the M ohegans and 
M ashantucket Pequots. 

"I'm thrilled that our two tribes are 
working together to help each other and 
our neighbors," Chairman Reels said. 

Chairman Brown and Chairman Reels 
signed the laundry agreements on N ov. 1 at 
theM ohegan Sun Convention Center. 

Following the signing ceremony, M ohegan 
Chief Ralph Sturgesand Ambassador Jayne 
Fawcett presented Chairman Reels with a por- 
trait of their mutual ancestor, Sassacus paint- 
ed by David Wagner. (Sassacus was Sachem of 
the Pequots in the 1600s. H is daughter mar- 
ried M ohegan Sachem Uncas around 1626.) 



After Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. 
Brown, right, and Mashantucket Pequot 
Chairman Kenneth M. Reels signed agree- 
ments to establish a laundry business, the 
Mohegans gave Chairman Reels a portrait 
of their mutual ancestor, Sassacus. 

Chairman Reels presented Chairman Brown 
with his beaded leather jacket adorned with 
M ashantucket tribal symbols. Chairman 
Brown donned thejacket and they embraced 
in celebration of the historic occasion. 

Chairman Brown said that Chairman Reels 
proposed the idea to the M ohegans several 
months ago. "H e was very persistent!" 

Construction of the 35,000-square-foot, 
metal-frame building is scheduled to begin 


late this year and be completed within a year. 
It will be built on an eight-acre parcel in the 
industrial park. 

The tribes have entered into agreements 
with Atlantic City Linen Supply Inc. of New 
Jersey that give Atlantic the exclusive right to 
supply laundry to both facilities, said Bobby 
Soper, Mohegan Sun's Senior Vice President 
of Administration. 

TheM ohegans and the M ashantucket 
Pequots each agreed to provide $500,000 of 
assistance to construct the laundry. The 
money will be paid back by Atlantic City 
Linen Supply. 

Atlantic City Linen Supply is one of the 
largest laundry companies on the East Coast. 
Both tribes have been trucking their laundry 
to the company's plant in Atlantic City. 

The Norwich plant will handle all the laun- 
dry— about 20 tons daily — from the 
more than 3,000 hotel rooms and approxi- 
mately 50 restaurants at the tribes resorts — 
M ohegan Sun Casino and Foxwoods Resort 
Casino. The plant's design will includethe 
space needed to eventually handle laundry 
from other clients in the region's hospitality 
industry. 

The project received support from officials 
in the city of N orwich, theN orwich Com- 
munity Development Corporation and the 
N orwich Department of Public Utilities. 4- 


Team Connecticut captures five bronze medals 
at the N orth American I ndigenous G ames 





By Jonathan S. H amilton 

W IN N I PEG, M AN ITO BA — M ohegan 
sisters Carrie and M ikel Brown were among 
the members of Team Connecticut who cap- 
tured bronze medals during competition at 
theN orth American I ndigenous Games, held 
herefrom July 27 to Aug. 5. 

The Browns of U n casvi 1 1 e. Conn., both 
medaled in the high jump — Carrie in the 
senior women's division and M ikel in the 
juvenile girls? division. They are the daughters 
of Rachael and M ike Brown, the nieces of 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown and the 
granddaughters of Tribal Elder Pauline 
Brown. 

"Even though Team Connecticut had fewer 
than 50 participants... we took homefive 
medals!" said M ohegan Tribal member Sandi 
Pineault, the organizer and leader of tribal 
athletes from Connecticut. 

Team Connecticut included representatives 
of the M ohegan, M ashantucket Pequot, Pau- 
catuck Eastern Pequot, Schagticokeand 
Golden H ill Paugusset Tribes. TheM ohegans 
competed in cross-country, track and field, 
and golf. 

M ashantucket Pequot sprinter Rodney But- 


Carrie Brown leaps over the bar in the 
high jump competition en route to a 
bronze medal at the Indigenous Games in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

ler took two bronze medals in the senior 200 
meter dash and the long jump. Raymond 
Geer of the Paucatuck Eastern Pequots took a 
bronze medal in master's rifle shooting. 

Other M ohegan athletes who competed in 
the I ndigenous Games were: Frank and Cody 
Chapman, Jason Caron and Kurt Eichelberg 
in golf; Angela and Amber Souler, Christo- 
pher Strickland and Justin Caron in track and 
field; and ElaineThomasin crosscountry. 


The Games are recognized as the largest 
Aboriginal multi-sport and cultural gathering 
in Canadian history. Over 7,000 athletes and 
performers, as well ashundredsof organizers 
and volunteers took part in the event. 

During opening ceremonies on July 28, ath- 
letes from Canada and the United States 
marched into Canadlnn Stadium. Over 
22,000 excited fans shouted and applauded 
for the 27 teams that proudly wore team col- 
ors representing their state or province. T he 
largest roar of approval came for Team N ew 
York as a show of support for having endured 
the terrorist attacks in September 2001. 

Athletes, coaches and staff gathered each day 
and night in the Cultural Village at the Forks, 
a location where the Red and Assiboine 
Rivers converge in Winnipeg. Arts and crafts, 
music and dancing filled the cultural village 
all week. On a large stage, musicians per- 
formed in front of appreciative audiences 

The first I ndigenous Games were held in 
Edmonton, Alberta, in 1990; followed by the 
Games in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, in 
1993; in Blaine, M inn., in 1995; and in Vic- 
toria, British Columbia, in 1997.Thenext 
Games will beheld in 2005 in a location yet 
to be announced. -1- 
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H ealing totem pole visits Shantok, Village of Uncas 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Tribal leaders from the 
Lummi Nation of Washington 
state traveled from "water's 
edge to water's 
edge" with "Ameri- 
ca's H ealing Totem 
Pole" and made a 
ceremonial stop at 
M ohegan's Shantok, 

Village of Uncas, on 
Sept. 3. 

A Lummi master 
carver made the red 
cedar totem pole in 
honor of the people 
who lost their lives in last year's 
terrorist attacks on the World 
T rade C enter, the Pentagon 
and United Flight 93. 

The totem pole began its long 
journey in northwest Washing- 
ton state last August. T he 
Lummi brought it across the 
nation with ceremonial stops 
along the way to seek healing 
prayers and blessings from 
many tribes. At the end of 
their journey, they installed the 
healing pole at Sterling Forest, 
one hour northwest of N ew 
York City. 

"0 n behalf of my nation, we 
give a little bit of our hearts 
and offer this H ealing Totem 
Pole," said Lummi Tribal 
Chairman Darrell Hillaire. "It 
is so touching to see a nation 
such as yours giving so much 
by opening its doors." 

"We need to heal as a nation 
and we need to heal as I ndian 
nations. Sacred ground is com- 
mon ground and we believe that 
the American people will heal 
over the tragedy caused by ter- 
rorism," Chairman H illaire said. 


T he ceremony began with 
M ohegan Pipe Carrier Bruce 
Bozsum "Two Dogs" giving a 
blessing. Later, Lummi Tribal 
members sang and danced near 
the pole, 
honoring 
the memory 
of a 16-ton 
whale that 
died near 
their home- 
land. 

The 
Lummi 
N ation pre- 
sented 

wrapping blankets to M ohegan 
Recording Secretary/Tribal 
Councilor Shirley M . Walsh, 
Corresponding Secretary/Tribal 
Councilor Christine M urtha 
"M icimee" and Council of 


Elders Chairman Gay Story 
H amilton. 

Lummi Tribal members asked 
the M ohegans to touch the 
totem pole and offer a blessing 
or a prayer. 

M aster Carver and Lummi 
Tribal member Jewell James 
"Praying Wolf" spent nearly a 
year carving the 140-year-old 
piece of cedar. 

"T he pole is a symbol of the 
spiritual forces the tribe is put- 
ting forth," James said. "From 
the N orthwest corner of the 
water's edge to this water's 
edge, people across the country 
touch this pole and offer 
prayers." 

T he symbolism of the pole is 
powerful. It is 13 feet tall, rep- 
resenting the 13 original states. 
The carved eagle at the top 


represents the fathers or male 
figures who were lost in the 
attacks. 

The female grizzly bear repre- 
sents the mothers lost, and the 
baby bear cub symbolizes the 
children who survive by heal- 
ing through hope. 

The four colors painted on 
the pole— red, black, white 
and yellow — represent the 
races of the victims of the ter- 
rorist attacks. 

0 ne year ago, the M ohegan 
Tribe donated $1 million to 
theTwin Towers Relief Fund, 
the largest amount of money 
donated by a tribal nation. 

T he money was used to assist 
th e fam i I i es of th e f i ref i ghters, 
police officers and rescue 
workers who were lost in the 
recovery effort. + 



Mohegan Council of Elders Chairman Gay Story Lummi Tribal member Doug J ames holds drums 
Hamilton sprinkles sacred tobacco over the and stands in front of the totem pole during a song 
Healing Totem Pole as she offers a blessing. commemorating the victims of terrorist attacks. 




Flag-raising ceremony 
honors victims of 9/11 

By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown led a somber flag-raising 
ceremony outside M ohegan Sun's Sky 
Casino entrance in observance of the first 
anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
on the United States. 

"T his is not a day for long speeches," said 
Chairman Brown choking back emotion. 

"We will never forget what happened a 
year ago. T his is a day to show support for 
thefamilies. 0 n that morning, children 


were dropped off at daycare by parents who never came back." 
M embers of the M ohegan Police and Fire D epartments 
stood behind Chairman Brown saluting, while flags of 
the U nited States and M ohegan N ation were unfurled. 

Each flag was raised and then lowered to half staff. 

T he ceremony — attended 
by the M ohegan Tribal 
Council, Council of 
Elders, Tribal govern- 
ment staff and M ohe- 
gan Sun employees, 
honored the lives that were lost 
in the World Trade Center, the 
Penagon and United Flight 93. 4- 
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National and state leaders 
visit Mohegan Reservation 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown 
with U.S. Rep. Dale Kildee of Michigan, 
above; Connecticut Comptroller Nancy 
Wyman, top right; and Connecticut State 
Sen. Melodie Peters bottom right. 

By NancyTrimbleand 
Jonathan S. H amilton 

AU.S. senator, a state senator and the state 
comptroller are among the leaders who have 
visited theM ohegan Reservation recently to 
discuss many issues with theTribal Council. 

U.S. Rep. Dale Kildee 

DaleE. Kildee, the 14-term Democratic 
Congressman from M ichigan, praised the 
M ohegan Tribe for what it has accomplished 
with its sovereignty. 

"There is nothing as splendid as this!" Rep. 
Kildee said about M ohegan Sun on July 30 
when the M ohegan Tribal Council held a 
lunch in his honor at Tuscany. 

Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown introduced 
Rep. Kildee as "one of the greatest advocates 
for N ative Americans and Co-Chairman of the 
Congressional N ative American Caucus" 

"H e has come to see what the M ohegan T ri be 
has done to move forward," Chairman Brown 
added. 

What Rep. Kildee saw impressed him: "Sov- 
ereignty is very important. Show people how 
you have used it!” 

"You are a first-class people...” Rep. Kildee 
told the M ohegan Tribe. "You went through 
the BAR process [for federal recognition 
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs^ Branch 
of Acknowledgment and Recognition] which 
is very difficult, I know. You had great docu- 
mentation. Your authenticity is unquestioned." 

State Comptroller Nancy Wyman 

N ancy Wyman told a luncheon gathering 
that "theM ohegan Tribe has truly benefited 
the communities of C onnecticut.” T he state 
comptroller spoke at a luncheon held in her 
honor at Pompeii and Caesar at M ohegan Sun 
Casino on Aug. 9. 

Introducing her, Tribal Chairman M ark F. 
Brown said, "The Mohegan Tribe shares a 
great relationship with all elected state officials 
who work in H artford, including N ancy 
Wyman." 

The first woman elected comptroller in Con- 
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necticut history, Wyman is the highest-ranking 
financial officer and the chief fiscal guardian 
for the state's taxpayers. She is responsi ble for 
paying the state's bills, keeping its books and 
representing the taxpayers in state budget 
debates. 

First elected statewide in 1994, Wyman was 
re-elected in 1998 and again this year. 

From 1987 to 1995, Wyman served as a 
representative in the Connecticut General 
Assembly from the 53rd D i strict. W hile in the 
General Assembly, she became FI ouse Chair- 
person of the Education Committee. 

State Sen. Melodie Peters 

Connecticut State Sen. M el odie Peters, a 
D emocrat from Q uaker FI ill and the D eputy 
Senate M ajority Leader of the Connecticut 
General Assembly, praised theM ohegan Tribe 
as "an upstanding member of the community." 
Peters spoke at a luncheon in her honor at 
Pompeii and Caesar at M ohegan Sun Casino 
on Oct. 18. 

She cited theT ribe's initiative in the design 
and engineering of the regional water system 
for Southeastern Connecticut, which will sup- 
ply water from G roton to N orwich and to the 
towns in between on both sides of the 
Thames River. 

"By setting an example, theTribe has 
addressed a need for new water resources," she 
said. "You have realized the bigger picture 
regionally. It's a perfect way to coalesce with 
the local communities" 

Welcoming Sen. Peters, Tri bal Chairman 
M ark F. Brown described her as a person "who 
gets things done" in FI artford. 

Sen. Peters was elected in N ovember to a 
sixth term, representing the 20th D i strict, 
which includes the towns of East Lyme, Led- 
yard, New London, Old Lyme, Salem and 
parts of 0 Id Saybrook and M ontville. 4- 


Largest gathering in U SET hi 

Sen. Dodd tells U 


Byjonathan S. FI amilton 

U .S. Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., 
told United South and Eastern Tribes 
(U SET ) members on 0 ct. 30 that his recent- 
ly failed amendment to reform the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (B I A) federal recognition 
process has been misunderstood by some in 
Indian Country. 

"I 'm a damn good friend of I ndian C oun- 
try," he said. 

Sen. Dodd spoke at a luncheon reception 
during U SET 's four-day annual meeting and 
expo, hosted by the M ohegan Tribe in the 
Mohegan Sun Convention Center from Oct. 
28 to 31. With more than 550 people, the 
meeting had the largest attendance in U SET 
history — 200 more than atypical USET 
gathering. 

D uring the meeting's opening ceremonies, 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown welcomed 
the visitors to the M ohegan Reservation: 
"This is the first time we have welcomed 
such a distinguished group of Indian leaders 
to our lands. It is an honor to have you here. 
The feeling we have is like when you show 



Assistant Secretary Neal A. McCaleb 



Sen. Christopher Dodd 
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l SET : “I 'm a damned good friend of I ndian C ountry" 




At the USET opening ceremonies, Mohegan war veterans 
march into the Board of Directors' room to perform the 
posting of colors. From left are: Council of Elders Trea- 
surer Richard S. Chapman, Council of Elders Member 
J ohn Henry Clark, Tribal member Pat Mugford, Tribal Vice 
Chairman Peter Schultz and Tribal member J oe Gray. 


Tribal members Pat Mugford, left, and Mohegan 
Pipe Carrier Bruce Bozsum 'Two Dogs," hold a 
shell containing tobacco as they prepare for the 
smudge and welcoming blessing at the opening 
ceremonies for the USET meeting. USET Presi- 
dent Keller George, center, looks on. 


your first new home to family. You are proud 
and nervous at the same time." 

Speaking to the Indian leaders, Sen. Dodd 
said of thefederal recognition process, "I'm 
on your side. We need your support. T he 
process is unfair and uneven. The decision- 
making is flawed, the length of time is 
too long and it hurts tribal 
groups." 

By a vote of 80-15, the U .S. 

Senate on Sept. 23 rejected 
Sen. Dodd's amendment, 
which would have imposed 
a one-year moratorium on 
recognition of American 
Indian tribes until thefederal 
acknowledgment process is 
reformed. T he proposed amend- 
ment, which would also have set 
mandatory criteria for federal acknowledg- 
ment, was attached to a spending bill for the 
Interior D epartment. 

According to Sen. Dodd, even U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Inouye, D-H awaii, Chairman of the 
Senate I ndian Affairs Committee and an 
opponent of the amendment, thinks the 
recognition process needs 
major reform. 

"Sen. Inouye said the 
recognition process is bro- 
ken and scandalous," said 
Sen. Dodd. "The BIA 
does a great disservice to 
the people it's supposed to 
serve." 

H e also talked about 


economic self-sufficiency and true economic 
independence," M cCaleb said. 

"The semi -exclusive franchise in gaming has 
made it possible for us to create capital 
investment that was never there before." 

H e said tribes have a duty to be mindful of 
their neighbors. Some, in particu- 
lar, who are economically suc- 
cessful, need to be sensitive 
to the larger community. 

N on-lndians can some- 
times feel "very threat- 
ened" by tribes whose 
rights are guaranteed to 
them by Congress, 

M cCaleb said. 

"You are leaders by virtue 
of your success and you must 
think beyond self-interest." 

H e also said tribes must work hard to over- 
come "persistent and tenacious poverty," 
which afflicts tribes across the country. 

Aquaculture tour 

The USET Natural Resources Committee 
toured the M ohegan Aquaculture hatchery in 


Stonington, Conn., on Oct. 28. Dr. Paul 
M augle, Aquaculture D i rector, described to 
committee members how the new Tribal 
enterprise operates. T he committee then 
feasted on oysters and scallops and remarked 
on how delicious they were. 

T he committee elected M ohegan C orre- 
sponding Secretary/Tribal Councilor Chris- 
tine M urtha "M icimee" Vice Chairman of 
the committee. 


Dartmouth College sent two representatives 
to the Education Committee meeting to 
encourage U SET youth to apply for admis- 
sion. James Washington, Dean of Minority 
Recruitment, and M ichael H antichek, Direc- 
tor of N ative American Programs, said the 
Ivy League school, co-founded by M ohegan 
M inister Samson 0 ccum, is seeking to live 
up to its original promise in its charter to 
educate qualified N ative Americans. 4- 


M ohegan Ambassador Jayne Fawcett was re- 
elected USET Treasurer during the election 
of officers for the U SET Board of D irectors. 
The USET Education committee re-elected 
M ark Sperry, the M ohegan Tribe's Education 
D i rector as its Vice Chairman. 


the Indian trust fund 
reform controversy, cur- 
rently under review by 
the U .S. Justice D epart- 
ment. 

"Every year, the D epart- 
ment of Interior fails to 
get the money to those 
who rightfully deserve it," 
he said. "It's a disgrace 
that a C abinet department 
has been held in contempt 
because trust funds cannot 
be accounted for." 

BIA Director at USET 

Casino gaming provides 
the means by which tribes 
can maintain economic 
prosperity, said N eal A. 

M cCaleb, the U .S. Interi- 
or Department's Assistant 
Secretary of Indian Affairs 
and BIA D i rector, when 
he spoke to the U SET 
Board of D irectors on 
Oct. 28. 

"T here can be no true de 
facto sovereignty without 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown, left, talks The USET Board of Directors meets in the Uncas Ball 
with Assistant Secretary Neal A. McCaleb. room of the Mohegan Sun Convention Center. 
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M ohegan M useum Authority to begin 
searching for underwater artifacts 


By Cathy Soper 

TheM ohegan Tribe will soon 
dive into the world of under- 
water archaeological exploration. 
Tribal member ElaineThomas, 
the M ohegan M useum Authori- 
ty's Archaeological Research 
Assistant, recently completed 
training to become a certified 
SCUBA diver. 

N ow she can accompany M use- 
um Authority Archaeologist D r. 
Jeffrey Bendremer — who is also 
a certified diver — exploring 
local lakes in search of ancient 
Tribal artifacts. 

"We know of dugout canoes 
that have been located through- 
out our region — both colonial 
and N ative American style," 
Thomas said. 


H undreds of years ago, N ative 
Americans would fill their canoes 
with rocks to sink them during 
the wi nter months. T he wood 
soaked up the cold water and 
would swell, making it less prone 
to cracking and breaking. Today, 
many old canoes remain at the 
bottom of lakes, yet to be found. 

An archaeologist working for 
the M ashantucket Pequot Tribal 
N ation located and retrieved a 
dugout canoe at the bottom of a 
lake in Stonington, Conn., a few 
years ago. T he canoe is reported- 
ly in good condition and well 
preserved. 

0 ver the years, fewer than two 
dozen dugout canoes have been 
recovered from the Eastern U nit- 
ed States. Six to eight of them 
were found in New England. 


All of them ranged from 400 to 
1,000 years old. 

"U nderwater archaeology is not 
just limited to canoes," Thomas 
said. "The possibilities are end- 
less. It's a long process but well 
worth it." 

T homas started her SC U BA 
diving class last M ay and took 
classes throughout the summer. 
She has fulfilled all the require- 
ments, including passing tests of 
physical strength as well as a writ- 
ten examination. The final step 
to earning her certification was to 
go on two open-water dives, 
which she successfully completed 
in the ocean in September. 

"For my certification dives, I 
explored two shipwrecks. 0 ne 
was off of Watch H ill and the 
other one was off Fishers 



Archaeological Research 
Assistant Elaine Thomas, a 
Mohegan Tribal member, has 
earned her certification as a 
SCUBA diver. 

Island. It was awesome," she said. 
Thomas is an athlete who com- 
peted in the N orth American 
Indigenous Games in Canada 
last July. She competed in cross- 
country events as a 
runner. -T- 


Eagleview Child Development 
Center will open in January 



and Route 32, which will be 
very convenient for parents 
working for theTribe. 

The $13 million center will 
provide children with a broad 
range of family services as part 
of the benefits package for the 
Tribe's 10,600 full-time and 
part-time employees. 

The Eagleview Child Devel- 
opment Center will feature a 
curriculum that emphasizes the 
development of each child's 
physical, intellectual, social and 
emotional well-being. 

It will provide full-day care for 
children from 6 weeks to pre- 
school, as well as a full-day 
kindergarten program and a 
school-age program for school 
vacations, including summer 
and snow days. T he center also 


The 
Eagleview 
Child Develop- 
ment Center at 
Mohegan Sun 
will open in 
J anuary to 
provide care 
for children 
of employees 
at the casino 
and Tribal 
government. 


he Eagleview Child 
Development Center 
at M ohegan Sun, which will 
open on Jan. 6, will provide 
care for 308 children of 
employees at M ohegan Sun 
and theTribal government. 


N ow in the final stages of con- 
struction, the center has 36,000 
square feet of dynamic space to 
serve children from 6 weeks to 
12 years. T he center is located 
on the M ohegan Reservation at 
the corner of Crow H ill Road 
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M ohegan Tribe, 5 Crow H ill Road, Uncasville, CT 06382 


will offer full-time and part- 
time childcare and drop- 
in/back-up care on a space- 
available basis. 

"0 ur full-time kindergarten 
program will eliminate the has- 
sles associated with the half-day 
program offered at most day- 
care centers," said Kim 
Warecke, D i rector of the Eagle- 
view Child Development Cen- 
ter. "Our school-aged program 
addresses the gap in school 
vacation schedules." 

Designed by Brennan Beer 
G orman/ Architects of N ew 
York, the center features a fam- 
ily atmosphere with suites, liv- 
ing areas, natural light and sim- 
ple design as well as outdoor 
play areas for all classrooms. 

The center began accepting 
enrollment applications in 
October. Tuition includes 
nutritious hot lunches and 
snacks, prepared by the M ohe- 
gan Sun Food and Beverage 
D epartment. 

Bright H orizons, the nation's 
leading provider of employer- 
sponsored child development, 
will manage the Eagleview 
Child Development Center. 
Bright H orizons manages child 
care centers for many other 
companies, including Pfizer, 
IBM , Johnson & Johnson, 

M otorola, Bristol M yers 
Squibb, Bank of America and 
M errill Lynch. 4- 
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VMild rice helps to restore a 


u nW 


By N ancy Trimble 


hen W inona LaD uke speaks, she 
emphasizes the word "community" 
and the importance of strengthen- 
ing and restoring tribal communities. 

"I work on issues in my own community 
.... I fight and try to do the right thing to 
restore our community and restore our lan- 
guage," LaD uke said when she spoke at the 
Kidusowang reader^ gathering, sponsored by 
theM ohegan M useum Authority in the 
M ohegan Sun Convention Center on 
Aug. 22. 

One of the issues she works on is 
wild rice, explained the 
acclaimed author, environ- 
mental activist and Indi- 
an rights leader who ran 
as Ralph Nader's 
running mate for the 
Green Party in the 1996 
and 2000 presidential 
elections. 

An enrolled member of 
the M ississippi Band of the 
Anishinaabeg Tri be, LaD uke 
lives on the White 
Earth Reservation in 
Northern Minneso- 
ta where wild rice 
and fish, both har- 
vested from the 
lakes in the region, 
sustained her people 
for centuries. 

"Wild rice is part 
of our creation 
story. The prophets 
told us to go to the 
place where food 
grows upon the 
water." 

Today, LaD uke 
and other members 
of her tribe harvest 
wild rice in the 
same manner as 
their ancestors — 

by canoe. Each fall, her people paddle into 
the lakes where they gently brush the rice 
with rice knockers into the canoe bed. It is 
then dried and packaged for sale. 

Rice and other natural foods they harvest 
help sustain residents of the White Earth 
Reservation. 

They sell wild rice— along with maple 
syrup, raspberry preserves, wild plum jelly, 
strawberry jam and white flint corn — 
under the N ative H arvest label. 

This livelihood isthreatened by 
genetic research 
and hybridization 


PHOTOS BY PHIL MURTHA 
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'W ild rice is 
part of our 
creation story. 
T he prophets 
told us to go 
to the place 
where food 
grows upon 
the water." 

— W inona LaD uke 

4 - 


Indians, LaD uke 
explained. She 
protests against a Cal- 
ifornia seed company 
that was granted 
patents on hybridized 
varieties of wild rice. 

"Patents are for 
toasters— not livings 
things!" she said. 

H ybridized rice 
grown in man-made 
paddies in California, 
harvested by combine 
and marketed with 
N ative American 
imagery on the 
packaging, is 
wrongly labeled 
as wild rice. It 
threatens the 
economic sur- 
vival of Indians, 
she said. She calls 
for a boycott of paddy-grown rice. 

"That's not wild rice. That's tame rice! I 
don't think the Creator gave Uncle Ben wild 
rice." 

"Who has the right to control 
seeds, patents and genetic engineer- 
ing?" she asked. 

LaD uke is also fighting for her 
tribe's land. She isthe Founding 
Director of the White Earth Land 
Recovery Project, which works to 
get back the original land base of 
the White Earth Indian Reservation. 
"T he loss of our land meant the 
loss of our ability to control our des- 
tinies," she said. "I tell my kids not 
to steal, so I should tell the govern- 
ment not to steal." 

She was a plaintiff in a lawsuit to 
get her tribe's land returned. T he 
court found that their land had 
been taken illegally but that the 
statute of limitations had run out 
and so it would not be returned. 

LaD uke has no intention of giving 
up thisfight. 

"It can take a long timeto fix something. It 
can take generations. We've been 
here for 8,000 years. If some- 
one [else] owns the 
land for 150 years, 
we may get it 
back in 100 
years. 0 ur 
community is 
not going any- 
where." 

LaD uke, a 
H arvard grad- 


Mohegan 
Tribal 
members 
talk with 
author and 
Indian rights 
activist 
Winona 
LaDuke after 
she spoke 
at the 

Kidusowang 
readers' 
gathering 
in the 
Mohegan 
Sun Conven- 
tion Center 
on Aug. 22. 
She 

discussed 
her three 
books, 
which she 
signed 
for all who 
asked. 


uate and mother of three, has written 
extensively on N ative issues and works on 
a national level to advocate, raise public 
support and create funding for frontline 
N ative environmental groups. 

Between her vice presidential campaigns, 
LaD uke published her first novel "Last 
Women Standing," which addresses all man- 
ners of political issues concerning N ative 
Americans, women and environmental 
activists. 

Two years later, she wrote her second book, 
"All Our Relations: N ative Struggles for 
Land and Life." It's a thoughtful and in- 
depth account of N ative resistance to envi- 
ronmental and cultural degradation. 

M ost recently, with N ader's assistance, 

LaD uke put together "The Winona 
LaD uke Reader: A Collection of Essential 
Writings." 4- 

To order products from N ative H arvest, 
call toll-freel-888-779-3577 or order on the 
Webs' te: nativeharvest.com 
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This year's Wigwam 
Festival paid tribute 
to the late Burrill 
Fielding, Chief 
M atahga, for his 
hard work 
and dedica- 
tion to the 
M ohegan 
Tribe. Chief 
from 1937 to 
1952, he is 
best known for his involvement 
and leadership during past Wig- 
wam Festivals. 

The son of Eliphalet and Lydia 
Fielding, Chief M atahga lived in 
M ohegan his entire life and 
worked extremely hard to have 


Chief 


the Royal Burial Grounds pre- 
served. To ensure that M ohegan 
traditions stayed alive, he passed on 
his stories and knowledge of the 
Tribe to histwo children and nine 

grandchildren. 

"It isfitting in 
2002, 50 years 
after his death, 
that we honor him 
and the event he 
preserved,” said 


in 


Tribal Chairman M ark. F. Brown, great- 
grandson of Chief M atahga. 

FI eld at St. Bernard's H igh School 
U ncas^/ille Aug 16, 17 and 
18, the Wigwam was held 
during a severe heat wave 
that brought temperatures 
over 90 degrees 
and extreme 
humidity. The 
main tent offered 
shade and com- 
fort to parched 
visitors, 4- 


M ohegan Sun Hotel wins Four Diamond Award 


Contunued from pagel 

decoration on the soap dish and 
shower curtains 

TheAmerican Automobile 
Association enlists more than 60 
full-time, trained professional 
evaluators to give a thorough and 
extensive review of properties 
being considered for the award. 

The 480-foot M ohegan Sun 
FI otel tower, one of the tallest 
buildings in Connecticut, fea- 
tures 1,176 luxuriously appoint- 
ed guest rooms, including 175 
suites, each with a minimum of 
450 square feet per room. All 
guest rooms feature views of 
either theT hames River or the 
scenic New England countryside. 

The architectural firm Kohn 
Pederson Fox Associates created 


the design for the M ohegan Sun 
FI otel. As its designers intended, 
the impressive monolith resem- 
bles a large crystal. Beautiful 
crystals that once abounded 
along theT hames River served as 
the inspiration for the design. 
The western bank of the river in 
and around the M ohegan Reser- 
vation was once imbedded with 
enormous outcroppings of clear, 
milky and smoky quartz crystal. 
For centuries, M ohegans carved 
quartz into arrowheads and other 
ceremonial objects to solicit the 
aide of good spirits. 

The Atlanta-based interior design 
firm FI irsch Bedner Associates created 
the guest-rooms and suites with 
the needs of both busi ness and 
lei sure travelers in mind. 


Standard amenities include mar- 
ble baths, comfortable lounge 
chairs and the latest in telecom- 
munications technologies, includ- 
ing three two-line telephones 
with dataportsand voicemail, 
Web and e-mail access* video in- 
room dining menus and order- 
ing, bill review and check-out 
accessibility and a state-of-the-art 
security entry system. 

Other highlights of the hotel 
include a full-service spa by 
Elemis, fitness center, indoor 
swimming pool, outdoor sun ter- 
race and 24-hour restaurant. 

The spectacular hotel lobby, 
which overlooks M ohegan Sun's 
waterfall, features three-story-tall 
trees with beaded glass canopies 
rising over reflecting pools. 


In addition, the resort destina- 
tion offers the Shops at M ohegan 
Sun — two-story shopping and 
dining pavilion, a multitude of 
entertainment venues, including 
the 300-seat C abaret and 
10,000-seat M ohegan Sun 
Arena, the Casino of the Earth 
and the Casino of the Sky and a 
Convention Center with more 
than 100,000 square feet of meet- 
ing space, including the largest 
ballroom in the N ortheast. 

To make reservations for the 
M ohegan Sun FI otel, please call 
toll free: 1-800-772-7922. Rates 
vary based on the day of the 
week and the time of year. 
Exciting getaway, dining and 
entertainment packages are also 
avail able. 4- 



T hroughout the year the M ohegan Tribe and M oh 


M iss A merica K atie H arman was 
among the many Stars who appeared 
at theZelebration: D are to D ream 
C oncert for H ope at the M ohegan 
Sun Arena on July 26 and 27. 

T he concert was a fundraiser for the 
Bendheim Cancer Center at 
Greenwich Hospital. 


U Conn basketball Coach Jim Calhoun is 
flanked by Cliff Robinsm oftheDetroi't 
Pistons left, and Ray Allen oftheM ilwaukee 
Bucks during a U Conn alumni team picture 
prior to an all-star charity game at M ohegan 
Sun Arena on Aug. 10. 


Legendary folk trio Peter, Paul and M ary, performed at theLegacy of LoveBenefit 
D inner and C oncert to rai se funds for the C onnecticut H opice at the M ohegan 
Sun Arena on Sept. 28. M any state offi dais induding Connecticut Attorney 
General Richard Blumenthal, attended thea/ent and lent their support to 
the hospice and its mis' on of hdping people wh are terminally ill. 


Former pro quarterbacks BillyJoeTolliver, left, and 
John C ongemi hold the trophy after winning the 
M ohegan Sun New Entfand Celebrity PlayersTour 
Team Championdiip at Fox H opyard Golf Club in 
East H addam, C onn. Sponsored by M ohegan Sun, 
the a rent raised money for sa/eral charities 
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Air quality is topic 
of E PA workshop 
at M ohegan 


Tribe helps tiny newborns 

Mohegan Tribal Councilor 
Glenn LaVigne presents 
the final installment of a 
$100,000 donation from 
the Mohegan Tribe for the 
Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at Lawrence & 

Memorial Hospital in New 
London, Conn. 

Councilor LaVigne, hold- 
ing his daughters J amie, 

7, left, and Desiree, 8, is 
very grateful for the unit. 

Desiree weighed just 1 
pound, 10 ounces when 
she was born and spent 

four months at Lawrence & Memorial. center; Nursing Manager Susan Starks 
Accepting the donation are Dr. David and William T. Christopher, hospital 
Cheromcha, Director of Neonatology, President and CEO. 4- 

New Mohegan enterprise will pursue 
opportunities in information technology 



TheU .S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is in the process of developing legislation 
that will provide direction to tribes that want to 
da/elop their own governmental air quality 
programs and develop the technical capacity to 
manage them. 

At the request of the EPA, Dr. Norman 
Richards, Administrator of the M ohegan Envi- 
ronmental Protection Department, on Sept. 25 
hosted an EPA workshop on a preliminary draft 
of the regulations that is under development. 
When enacted, the regulations will provide 
detailed guidance for tribes to request tribal gov- 
ernmental program authority from the EPA. 

Under the regulations, tribes will have the 
option of being treated in a similar manner as a 
state and develop individually tailored tribal air 
quality regulatory programs. Alternately, tribes 
can select specific portions of the Clean Air Act 
that they want responsibility for without neces- 
sarily taking responsibility for the entire Act. If a 
tribe can demonstrate the technical capability to 
manage their approved programs, it will have 
the responsibility to report directly to the EPA 
for those programs— just as states do now. 

The EPA officials received detailed feedback 
from representatives of three tribal environmental 
programs who have demonstrated interest in the 
program. Dr. Richards concluded that the M ohe- 
gan Tribe appears to have leadership in thisarea 
due to the fact that the M ohegan Tribal Council 
has already approved both aTribal Implementa- 
tion Plan and aTreatment as a State application 
to the EPA. 

The all-day meeting was held at the new 
M ohegan Energy, Environment, Economics 
Education C enter at the M ohegan Reservation. 
Attending the meeting were staff of EPA head- 
quarters and the regional office as well as envi- 
ronmental managers from four tribes that are 
also considering development of tribal govern- 
mental air quality regulatory programs. 4 


The Mohegan Tribe has formed a holding 
company that has entered into it's first joint 
venture with Telaid Industries to form a 
newTribal enterprise: Mohegan Informa- 
tion Technology Group LLC. 

Telaid approached theTribe suggesting that 
it explore opportunities in the information 
technology field, especially government con- 
tracting. The government annually awards 
contracts to information technology firms 
After a number of months of discussion 
with Telaid and due diligence by theTribe, 
the joint venture was recently formed. Its 
board of directors will be controlled by 
theTribe, which owns 51 percent of the 
company, while Telaid owns 49 percent. 
Telaid, based in Niantic, Conn., has been a 
provider of information technology for over 
20 years. It has grown from a service 
provider to M errill Lynch to a well-respect- 
ed nationwide company, particularly in the 
financial services industry. Telaid's unique 
strength is in the "hoot and holler" commu- 
nications market, which is designed to pro- 
vide organizations with fast and reliable 
voice communications. 


Asa N ative American-controlled enter- 
prise, the M ohegan Information Technology 
Group will seek contracts from the federal 
government, state governments and Fortune 
500 companies. Opportunities exist for 
minority owned and controlled enterprises 
through so-called "set aside programs." 

The new company's board of directors is 
comprised of two Telaid representatives and 
three board members appointed by the 
Tribe, including T ri bal member Raymond 
Pineault, Attorney in the Tribe's Legal 
Department; Tribal member Bill Quidgeon, 
Project M anager in the Tribe's Development 
Department; and Leo Chupaska, theTribe's 
Chief Financial Officer. 

The development of this enterprise is 
another step theTribe is taking to become a 
more self-sufficient nation. As part of its 
strategic planning to establish diversified 
businesses, the M ohegan Tribal Council has 
been seeking opportunities that would 
result in long-term growth of business and 
development of Tribal members. The model 
established under this structure can be 
shared with other tribal nations. 4- 



and entertainment events which help to raise funds for 


numerous 


worthy c auses 


Baseball Hall ofFamelegendsDaveWinfidd, MikeSchmidt, Johnny 
Bench, G eorge Brett, G ary C arter and C arlton Fisk took part in a hitting 
derby at Dodd Stadium in Norwich, Conn., on July 30. Chief Ralph 
Sturges threw out the first ball for the N orwich N avi gators game that 
followed. Proceeds for the a rent, qoonsored by M ohegan Sun, went to the 
Connecticut Chi I dren'sM edical Center, theWorld Trade Center Relief 
Fund and other charities 


M ohegan Sun Casino sponsored the first annual Jennifer Rizzotti Charity Class' c 
in theArena on Oct. 5. The event helped raise$80,000 to support theLea's 
Foundation for Leukemia Research, T he team led by former UConn greats 
Rizzotti, Sue Bird and Rebecca Lobo, defeated the opposing team, which 
featured Nykesha Sales and Kara Wolters 


Some3,000 walkers took part in theAmerican Heart 
Assxiation'sannual H eart Walk at Rocky N eck State Park in 
Niantic, Conn., on Oct. 20. Nearly 100 walkers represented 
the Mohegan Tribe and M ohegan Sun, which was a sponsor 
of the e/ent for the fifth year in a row. T he walk reached its 
goal of raising $250,000 to support the H eart Asaoaation. 
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